St. Paul Garden Expectations and Information - 2004
· The combination for the shed is xxx.  The tools and the combination are for St. Paul gardeners only.  Please put tools away when you are done and lock shed to avoid loss and theft.
· St. Paul is an organic garden.  This means no pesticides, herbicides, insecticides, etc.  If you don’t know if a substance is organic, please ask.

· St. Paul is a community garden, with many different and diverse members of our community coming together to garden on a very small patch of land.  Sometimes this can lead to difficulties or disagreements.  Please do your best to work problems out in a peaceful and pleasant fashion.  If this doesn’t happen, contact one of the coordinators for a little help with mediating.  Also, to state the obvious: don’t take things from other people’s plots without asking.

· You need to start working your plot by May 17.  If you don’t, it will be considered abandoned and will be reassigned.  If meeting that deadline is impossible for you please talk with one of the coordinators.

· Please keep your plot as weed-free as possible.  We know no one is perfect, but plots with excessive weeds not only affect you, they cause trouble for your neighbors.  Gardeners whose plots have weeds that are likely to cause trouble for neighboring plots (because of height, location, or concentration, among other reasons) will be given a warning.  If the first warning is not effective, the gardener will be sent a letter specifying a time by which the weeds must be taken care of.  Failure to comply will result in forfeiture of the plot.  We really don’t want to be hard-noses about this, but we do want the garden to be productive and abundant for all.

· Plants and structures tall enough to cast significant shadows should be grown in the middle of the plot, instead of on an edge where they are likely to block the sun in your neighbors’ plots.

· All gardeners are expected to volunteer a minimum of 5 hours of their time to the community, beyond time spent working on plots.  To accomplish this, please attend opening and closing day, work on a committee, and/or arrange other activities benefiting the garden as a whole with one of the coordinators.  It is your responsibility to fulfill this obligation and verify your work with a coordinating committee member.  If we don’t know you’ve done the work, St. Paul Garden will keep your deposit.
· When clearing trash from your plot, please move large rocks and sticks away from the grass in front of and behind your plot so that it can be mowed. Human-made refuse should be placed in the trash can by the shed or taken away to be disposed of.  Natural junk (rocks, sticks, weeds) should be moved to the other side of the railroad tracks.  Please do not put any natural material or animal refuse in the garbage can.  There will be only one garbage can at the garden and it will be in the tool shed.  Please do not keep other garbage cans in the garden as people put their garbage and dog poop in them.  We do not have garbage pickup at the garden and should minimize garbage left there.
· The water will be turned on in early May.  To get water from the hose near your plot, you will need to drag the fire hose across St. Paul (near Milwaukee St.) and connect it to the fire hydrant there, then turn it on.  When you are done, please ask other gardeners if they will need to use the hose soon; if not, please turn the water off and disconnect the hose.  Similarly, if you are the last person at the garden please shut the water off and make sure the hose is disconnected and carried back across St. Paul.  In order to maintain our water system and minimize noise for the neighbors, the hose should not remain across St. Paul any longer than needed.  If you discover any problems with the water system (leaks or lack of pressure, for instance), please notify our water committee chair, Mark Geistlinger or one of the coordinators.

· Please keep a clear path at the back of your garden to allow access to hoses and the water system.  Everything must be removed from the back path by 5/1/04 (Opening Day).  The path must remain clear all summer.
· Please do not dig up the grass along St. Paul as there are underground power lines.  Please also do not dig near the back path or you will risk rupturing a water line.
· Closing day: Saturday 9/18/04 9 a.m. to noon

(rain date 9/25/04)
· If you have concerns or questions, please talk with one of the garden coordinators (Andrea Nelson, Beth Lucht, Sai Thao, & May Ma Vang).
· Have a great gardening season!

