 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Quann Community Garden Grows Again!
by Jim Winkle

Quann Community Garden is expanding again and plots will be available. This will be our last expansion; we’re growing to the north, but can’t go any further because of the landfill.

It’s exciting to see the strong demand for community garden space. We started out with about 50 plots in 2002, doubled to 100 in 2003, and added 15 more in 2004. Every year we fill to capacity, yet somehow usually manage to squeeze everyone in. We’re adding 50 plots this year, which sounds like a lot, but they will go quickly since a nearby community garden is closing.

It’s also exciting to be a part of this project that’s about a whole lot more than growing fresh fruits and veggies. Racial and cultural bridges are being built before our eyes. New friendships are forming. Community is being strengthened and leaders are taking shape on the south side.

To sign up for a garden plot, come to the Catholic Multicultural Center, 1862 Beld Street on Saturday, April 9 in the downstairs dining room. Newcomers to Quann should arrive promptly at 10 a.m. Returning gardeners should come at 11:30 a.m. This is the kick-off meeting and registration, and will run until around 12:30. There will be an optional potluck immediately afterward; please bring a dish to pass and your own tableware. There will be Spanish and Hmong translation.

The plots are 20 by 22 feet, and will rent on a sliding scale from $7.50 - $50 per season, depending on your income. Each gardener is also required to volunteer 6 hours per season. The garden is entirely organic.

There’s a small website for the garden at http://www.madison.com/communities/quanngarden/ where you can find more information about the garden.

If you have questions, please contact one of the pre-registration contacts. Returning gardeners should contact them by March 5 to reserve their old plot.

$ 
If you know English: Email Cheryl at dewelt@sbcglobal.net or phone Nora at 260-9141.

$ 
If you speak only Spanish: please contact Oscar at samba@ameritech.net or 255-0123. 

$ 
If you speak only Hmong: returning gardeners contact Chue Vang at 251-6218, new gardeners contact Yer Yang at 242-8335 ext. 3141 (evenings 837-5941).
