Dear ________________,

Thank you for your interest in _____________ Garden.  The new gardening season is fast approaching and certainly many of you are eagerly awaiting information about the garden and plot availability.  

We typically are able to include many, if not all new gardeners due to some turnover in the garden plots from year to year.  It is difficult to predict availability until our Spring Registration meeting which is currently scheduled for Saturday  _____________ at _____________.    This meeting consists of a general garden informational meeting followed by registration process and potluck.  Potential new gardeners should come, as preference is given to those who attend.  After returning gardeners register, gardeners from the waiting list will have the opportunity to sign up for remaining plots.  Please bring a dish to share, if you like.

Location:  The _____________ Garden is located _____________.  The Garden consists of ___ plots, of approximately 400 square feet each.
Leadership:  The _____________ Garden is led by a steering committee comprised of volunteer gardeners and the Community Action Coalition.  If you have questions about the garden that are not answered in this information packet, please contact one of the coordinators: _____________
Volunteer Commitment:  Gardeners are asked to contribute to the garden by volunteering time in activities that support the garden.  All gardeners must attend the registration meeting, and contribute a minimum of ____ hours to the garden.  This may be accomplished through participation at various scheduled work days, including Opening Day and Closing Day.  Work days are dedicated to tasks and projects needed to maintain common garden areas for the season.  The volunteer time commitment may also be met by taking on one of the leadership roles described in the sheet “Garden Leadership Roles”.

Fees:  Plots fees are assessed on a sliding scale based on household income and household size.  Fees range between $7.50 and $50.00. (See Fee schedule), attached.   A $20 deposit is also required on registration day.  This deposit will be refunded (or the check not cashed) if the gardener adequately maintains his/plot and contributes a minimum of 5 hours to the garden (though work days).  Plots fees are used to provide materials for the garden such as compost, manure, tools or repairs.

Materials:  The garden has tools, such as wheelbarrows, shovels and hoes available on site in a locked storage shed.  Gardeners have access to these tools ------------------------.The garden also has watering hoses available.  Compost is always available free of charge.  

Workshops and Events:  The garden holds special workshops dedicated to topics of interest determined by our gardeners.  In the past, we have had pest control workshops as well as seed and plant give-aways.

Please feel free to contact us if you have further questions.  We look forward to your participation.

Sincerely,








_____________________

Garden Coordinator(s)
